3:3 


[A] They sell a synagogue only with the stipulation that if they want, they 
may take it back, “‘ the words of R. Meir. 


[B] And sages say, “They sell it for all time, 


[C] “except for [use for] four purposes: a bathhouse, a tannery, an 
immersion pool, or a urinal.” 


[D] R. Judah says, “They sell it as a courtyard, and as to the purchaser — 
whatever he wants, he does with it.” 


[E] And further did R. Judah state, “A synagogue which was destroyed 
— they do not carry out a lamentation for the dead in it. 


[F] “And they do not twist ropes in it, 

[G] “and they do not spread out nets [to dry] in it, 

[H] “and they do not spread out produce to dry on its roof, 

[I] “and they do not make it into a public shortcut. 

[J] “For it is written, ‘I will bring your sanctuaries to desolation’ (Lev. 
26:31) - 

[K] “they remain sanctified even when they are desolated. 

[L] “If grass grew up in it, one should not cut it, because of grief.” 


[I:1 A] Said R. Yohanan, “We do not know how to interpret this law. If it is in 
accord with R. Meir, then they may sell a synagogue only with a 
stipulation, [and that applies even to a sale from one community to 
another community]. [Then at M. 3:2A, why should the rule specify a 
sale from the community to an individual, since a synagogue may not 
be sold even by one community to another community? If the 
consideration is as specified at M. 3:2A, moreover, that we not reduce 
the sanctity of the synagogue, then why is there a reduction in sanctity 
if one community buys the synagogue from another one?] 


[B] “If the law accords with rabbis, then they may sell it for all time, 
except for the four specified purposes. [Now what difference does that 
make vis-a-vis M. 3:2C?]” 


[C] R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan: “One must interpret [M. 3:2 to 
speak about] a scroll of the Torah. [At M. 3:2 we do not speak of the 
sale of a synagogue at all.]” 


[II:1 A] That which you have said [at M. 3:3E-L] applies to a synagogue 
belonging to an individual [which was destroyed]. But as to a 
synagogue belonging to the community, even if it is built [and not 
destroyed] it is forbidden to do these things. 


